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AWAY IN A MANGO 
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© 2019 Little Big Stuff Music, LLC 
 

Running Time: 37:00 
 

(music begins to “Another Day at Sea”) 
 
JESSICA: (voiceover) Attention Christmas cruisers, today’s excursions 

leave in five minutes. If you’re snorkeling Flying Fish Cove, 
please meet on the Lido deck. If you’re sampling the island’s 
Christmas cuisine, you’ll begin in the ship’s galley. If you’re 
shopping on Christmas Island, you’ll travel aboard the S.S. 
Mango. Please meet the Mango’s Captain and First Mate at 
the end of the gangway. Enjoy your beautiful Christmas 
holiday at sea! 

 
SONG: “ANOTHER DAY AT SEA” 

 
verse 1 
We’re up with the sun for a day at sea 
With nothing but clear blue skies 
Aboard this cruise is the way we choose 
To celebrate Christmastime 
The pool, the food, the restful mood 
Is just what we desire 
What a way to spend our Christmas holiday, joyfully 
And we’ll enjoy another day at sea 
 
verse 2 
The weather started getting rough 
On our way back to the ship 
The howling wind, the crashing waves 
Have ruined our shopping trip 
The cloudy skies, the lightning strikes 
We’d better hold on tight 
What a way to spend our Christmas holiday, fearfully 
And we’ll endure another day at sea 
 
  (dialog at measure 38) 
 
CAPTAIN: Batten down the hatches! Secure all loose packages! 
 
EMMA:   Captain! This doesn’t look good! 
 
ALL:   (“Whoa” … as they shuffle to one side of the stage with locked  
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arms) 
 
TRENT:   This storm came out of nowhere! 
 
JESSICA:  Are we going to crash, Captain? 
 
CAPTAIN:  Not if I can help it! 
 
ALL:   (“Whoa” … as they shuffle to the other side of the stage with  

locked arms) 
 
SOPHIE:  Captain, that wave is gonna broadside the S.S. Mango! 
 
CAPTAIN:  Everyone hold your breath! 
 

(storm crashes then song finishes) 
 
tag ending 
Man overboard, now washed ashore 
Looks like we all survived 
What a way to spend our Christmas holiday, castaway, here to stay,  
no more buffet 
And we’ll survive another day lost at sea 
 

Words and Music by Rob Howard 
© 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 1 

 
(As the song ends, the castaways slog onto the set, plop down on 
rocks and other outcroppings, exhausted.) 

 
EMMA: I can’t believe we made it! 
 
SOPHIE: I’ve never seen a storm like that! 
 
CAPTAIN: Well, I’ve been a captain for twenty years, and I haven’t 

either!  
 
OLIVIA: Did we all make it? 
 
CAPTAIN: Pretty sure we did, but let me count! (Captain counts heads, 

softly but audibly, one to eleven.) Ten! There were eleven of us 
aboard the S.S. Mango! Who’s missing? 

 
(Everyone looks around anxiously, counting their friends.) 
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JESSICA: It looks like the passengers are all here. What about the crew?  
 
CAPTAIN: Well that’s just me and my first mate … (She suddenly realizes 

that it’s Billy who is missing.) Billy! 
 

(Everyone looks around when no answer comes.) 
 
LOGAN: Did anyone see him after the boat went down? 
 
ALL: (ad lib, “I don’t think so,” “I didn’t,” “Maybe,” etc.) 
 
CAPTAIN: If something happened to him, I’ll never forgive myself! I 

couldn’t have saved the S.S. Mango without him!  
 
ALL: (ad lib, calling for Billy.) 
 

(Billy tumbles on stage from the wings, then discovers the 
castaways.) 

 
BILLY: Oh, here you are!  
 
CAPTAIN: Billy! You scared me! I thought we lost you! Where have you 

been? 
 
BILLY: I was so busy thinking, I got lost. I’ve been trying to remember 

something I was supposed to do, but I forgot.  
 
CAPTAIN: Whatever it was, it isn’t important now, Billy. Why don’t you 

head back to the crash site and see what’s salvageable from the 
Mango. 

 
BILLY: Aye, aye, Captain! (Billy heads off stage) 
 
SOPHIE: (frustrated) The cruise of a lifetime … celebrate Christmas on 

the biggest cruise ship in the Caribbean … the “Yuletide!”  
 
MASON: One minute we’re singing Christmas carols on a cruise ship 

with thousands of people, the next we get on a tiny boat and get 
shipwrecked.  

 
OLIVIA: It’s all my fault. I was the one who saw the brochure … (pulls a 

soggy brochure out of her pocket and reads) “The fabulous 
charter yacht, the S.S. Mango, will take you and your ten lucky 
companions on a shopping excursion to Christmas Island 
you’ll remember forever.” 

 
LOGAN: You gotta give ’em credit. They nailed the last part. 
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(Pause as sadness reaches a peak.) 
 
JESSICA: (Hopelessly optimistic, and too cheery) Now, hey there you sad 

little rain clouds! Cheer up! Looks like we’ve got a bad case of 
the Mondays! 

 
EMMA: (deadpan) It’s Friday.  
 
JESSICA: (makes baby talk) Who are all these sad widdle people?  
 
MASON: Who are you? 
 
JESSICA: (laughs) You know who I am! I’m Jessica! The Cruise Director 

on the Yuletide! I have the privilege of ensuring everyone has a 
super-duper wonderful time on their cruise!  

 
OLIVIA: Well Jessica, the first part, shopping on Christmas Island was 

great, but the second part, the shipwreck … not so much. 
 
JESSICA: But now you’re getting a super-wonderful, free tour of a 

primitive island!  
 
CHLOE: So how long before you think they’ll realize we’re missing? 
 
TRENT: Well, I can assure you that by seven o’clock on Christmas Eve, 

they’ll know something’s wrong. 
 
LOGAN: What’s so special about that? 
 
JESSICA: That’s when the big Christmas Show on the Yuletide is 

supposed to start. (as she introduces characters, they raise their 
hands) Emma, Sophie and Trent are actors and musicians, and 
the stars of our Christmas Show. 

 
CAPTAIN: Don’t worry people, you’re not gonna miss the show. As soon 

as the storm hit, I had Billy send an S.O.S. with our position. 
We’ll be rescued in no time. Just to be extra-careful, we should 
probably make some preparations. 

 
SOPHIE: Hey, this might even give us a little extra time to rehearse for 

the Christmas show. 
 
TRENT: Good point, Sophie. We could always use more rehearsal. 
 
CAPTAIN: First, I think we should break up into teams to forage for food, 

build shelter and look for supplies. (to Chloe, Mason and Olivia) 
What can you three do to help? 
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CHLOE: I’m Chloe, this is Olivia and Mason. We’re firefighters from 
Des Moines on Christmas vacation! Or we were. 

 
CAPTAIN: Perfect! I want you three to look for supplies. Wood from the 

S.S. Mango likely washed up on the shore … maybe some of 
our backpacks and packages too. 

 
JESSICA: Are you sure you don’t want the firefighters to forage for 

food? 
 
CAPTAIN: Not when we’ve got musicians. Musicians know what it’s like 

to be starving.  
 
EMMA, SOPHIE, TRENT:  (understanding) We got it. 
 
CAPTAIN: (then, to Jasmine) Who are you? 
 
JASMINE: I’m Jasmine. I’m with the ship’s drama troupe. 
 
CAPTAIN: Are you an actor or a musician? 
 
JASMINE: Neither. I’m the ship’s mime. 
 
CAPTAIN: A mime?! (points to a place behind her) Come stand over here. 
 

(Jasmine does so.) 
 
JASMINE: What do you want me to do, Captain? 
 
CAPTAIN: I really can’t think of a thing for a mime to do. Why don’t you 

… just stand right there. 
 
JASMINE: And do nothing? But Captain, a mime is a terrible thing to 

waste! (pause) I can’t just do nothing. 
 
CAPTAIN: Oh, yes you can. (mischievously) I just encased you in a glass 

box. 
 

(Jasmine suddenly starts to do the “glass-box” mime routine, 
obviously trapped.) 

 
LOGAN: Captain, I’m a building contractor. Name’s Logan. You give 

me the right materials and I’ll have a shelter built by nightfall. 
 
CAPTAIN: You’ll get ’em.  
 

(Excitement builds as the group starts to feel hope.) 
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CHLOE: Come on everyone! By tonight, just on the off-chance the 
rescuers haven’t gotten here yet, we’ll have shelter, food, and 
water!  

 
 (music begins to “Make the Best of It”) 
 

SONG: “WE CAN MAKE THE BEST OF IT” 
 
chorus 1 
We can make the best of it 
It might be for our benefit 
We believe this brief staycation 
Could be our best vacation 
No phones, no lights, no motorcars 
No problem, we can see the stars 
There’s no way we call it quits 
We can make the best of it 
Surely soon they’ll start to wonder 
Then discover we’re not there 
It’s Christmastime in paradise 
So let’s make the best of it 
 
  (dialog at ms. 17) 
 

(Several characters pick up items in the bushes one after the 
other.) 

 
CAPTAIN: (holds up a fishing net) Look everyone, I found a fishing net! We 

can catch all the fish we need! 
 
ALL: Yay! 
 
TRENT: (holds a coconut over his head triumphantly) I found coconuts!  
 
ALL: Yay! 
 
EMMA: (holds a coconut over her head) More coconuts! 
 
ALL: (slightly subdued) Yay. 
 
JESSICA: And more coconuts. 
 
ALL: (groans) Ugh. 
 

(Billy re-appears from off stage with something he’s found. He 
triumphantly lifts it over his head. It is a huge black spider, the size 
of a lobster.) 
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BILLY: Look what I found, everybody … lobsters! 
 
CAPTAIN: Billy, that’s not … 
 

(Billy realizes it’s a spider. He drops it and panics as he runs in a 
circle.) 

 
BILLY: Aaaahhh, it’s a spider! 
 
ALL: Aaaahhh! 
 
  (song continues) 
 
chorus 2 
We can make the best of it 
It might be for our benefit 
We believe this brief staycation 
Could be our best vacation 
We’re gonna miss our breakfast in bed 
But we can catch our food instead 
Shellfish, starfish, any fish 
We can make the best of it 
Surely soon they’ll start to wonder 
Then discover we’re not there 
Cause we’re eating coconuts 
While we make the best of it 
 
  (dialog at ms. 43) 
 

(The group is foraging. Jessica’s head pops out from behind a 
palm tree.) 

 
JESSICA: Hey everyone! I just found the most super-tasting fresh water! 

And it’s free with the Yuletide’s new shipwreck adventure tour 
package! 

 
(Billy bursts on stage carrying a crate.) 

 
BILLY: I just found a big crate of canned food that washed up on 

shore!  
 
EMMA: I hope it’s pizza! 
 

(Billy pulls out a can and looks at it.) 
 
BILLY: (excited) It’s … tuna! 
 
ALL: (groans) Ugh. 
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(At that moment, from offstage) 

 
LOGAN: We’re saved, we’re saved! 
 

(Logan runs in. She is carrying a bunch of mangos.) 
 
SOPHIE: Look! 
 
CAPTAIN: A ship? 
 
LOGAN: No! I found mangos! 
 
ALL: Yay!  
 

(Everyone cheers and begins dancing around Logan and the 
mangos. Billy exits, for his entrance in Scene 2.) 

  
  (song finishes) 
 
bridge 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!  
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! 
 
chorus tag 
This tropic island we must admit 
Might make our next Christmas list 
Even though we miss our ship 
We can make the best of it 
Surely soon they’ll start to wonder 
Then discover we’re not there 
We’re building castles in the sand 
While we make the best of it 
We think by now you understand 
We can make the best of it 
 

Words and Music by Rob Howard 
© 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 2 
 

(The Captain is struggling with a signal fire. Steamer trunks and 
suitcases are open on the sand.) 

 
EMMA: Wow, we’re making some progress here. If we actually did 

have to be stuck on this island for awhile, it might not be so 
bad. 
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JESSICA: Captain, are you starting a fire for us to roast marshmallows? 

What a super idea! 
 
CAPTAIN: No, Jessica, I’m trying to get a signal fire going, in case the 

rescuers aren’t sure which side of the island we’re on when 
they get here. But, I’m afraid the matches and the wood are all 
waterlogged. 

 
(Billy runs on stage, excited.) 

 
BILLY: Captain, Captain! Great news!  
 
CAPTAIN: What is it, Billy? Are the rescuers here. 
 
 (everyone gathers around) 
 
BILLY: No, but I finally remembered what I forgot! (seeming pleased 

with himself) I forgot to send that S.O.S. when the storm hit. 
 
ALL: (ad lib., “Oh, no!” “What?” etc.) 
 
BILLY: I’m so relieved. That was driving me crazy. 
 
SOPHIE:  No S.O.S.? 
 
CHLOE: No rescuers? 
 
BILLY: No problem. I’ve already got that taken care of. Check this out 

… I found just one bottle washed up on shore. 
 

(Billy walks downstage to the edge of the stage and appears to 
place the bottle in the “ocean,” where the audience is sitting.) 

 
CAPTAIN: A message in a bottle? It’s already floating away! Did you 

write down our position accurately? 
 

(Billy smirks confidently and pulls a piece of paper out of his 
pocket.) 

 
BILLY: Of course I did. Got it right here. (reading) “Help. Crew and 

passengers of S.S. Mango shipwrecked! Need rescue!” I mean, 
(points to the piece of paper) there’s the latitude and longitude. 
Check it yourself. 

 
SOPHIE: And what did you put in the bottle? 
 
BILLY: What do you mean? This message right here! 
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EMMA: Uh, that exact one? 
 
BILLY: (acts out what he is describing) Yeah! You write the message, 

cork the bottle, throw the bottle into the ocean, then put the 
message … (slowing down as he realizes) in the bottle …  

 
EMMA: (groaning) Oh no … 
 

(As the group watches the bottle float away, Johnny Coconut walks 
on stage, curious about the people he’s seeing.) 

 
JOHNNY: You know … the proper procedure for a message in a bottle is 

to put the message in the bottle before you throw it in the 
water! I should know. 

 
(Everyone is startled and turn around quickly.) 

 
TRENT: Who are you? 
 
JOHNNY: The name’s Johnny. Johnny Coconut. I’m what ya call the 

resident of this island. 
 
MASON: Resident? You live here? On purpose? 
 
JOHNNY: On purpose? (laughs) No. Out of no other choice! I was sailing 

’round the world solo in my sailboat, when I got into a 
ferocious storm! Been here ever since. 

 
SOPHIE: How long have you been here? 
 
JOHNNY: Well, not too sure, really. I left in 1998. Think I’ll make it 

home before 2000? 
 
LOGAN: (groaning) Oh no …  
 

(Everybody’s hope visibly fades.) 
 
JESSICA: Is your name really Johnny Coconut? That’s just the super-

duperest name! You are just a hoot! 
 
JOHNNY: I must say, I thought this day would never come. I can’t believe 

I’m finally being rescued! 
 
CAPTAIN: Well, Johnny, I hate to break it to you, but it seems we may be 

just as lost as you are. We thought we’d be getting rescued any 
minute, but now we’re not so sure. 
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SOPHIE:  Oh, I hope we can get back to the ship for Christmas. My 
whole family is waiting for me. We brought our Christmas 
stockings on the cruise, and everything. 

 
LOGAN: So, we really might miss Christmas? 
 
TRENT: No big Christmas show? 
 
MASON: No big Christmas dinner? 
 
OLIVIA: No decorations, no Christmas trees … 
 
JESSICA: Come on, you “Deserted-Island Downers”! (music begins to 

“We’re Gonna Miss This Christmas”) We’ve got bags full of 
Christmas decorations. We might miss Christmas as we know 
it, but we can have Christmas right here! 

 
(Excitement as they all start to pitch in, opening boxes and 
decorating the set for Christmas.) 

 
SONG: “WE’RE GONNA MISS THIS CHRISTMAS” 

 
chorus 
We’re gonna miss this, all that we’d been waiting for 
Won’t happen like we had planned 
We’re gonna miss this, the Christmas we’d been hoping for 
Just washed up here on the sand  
We’re gonna miss this, we’re gonna miss this Christmas 
 
verse (solo) 
We can’t believe what’s happening 
Now there won’t be Christmas cookies 
Decorated by Christmas Eve 
Stockings hung, presents wrapped 
Sitting around our Christmas tree 
Now who knows what Christmas day will bring? 
 
chorus 
We’re gonna miss this, all that we’d been waiting for 
Won’t happen like we had planned 
We’re gonna miss this, the Christmas we’d been hoping for 
Just washed up here on the sand 
We’re gonna miss this, we’re gonna miss this Christmas 
 
bridge 
At least our decorations were stranded 
We’ll do the best with what we’ve been handed 
We can tell the story once again 
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Reminding us our Savior has come 
To rescue us 
 
chorus 
We’re gonna miss this, all that we’d been waiting for 
Won’t happen like we had planned 
We’re gonna miss this, the Christmas we’d been hoping for 
Just washed up here on the sand 
We’re gonna miss this, we’re gonna miss this Christmas 
We’re gonna miss this, we’re gonna miss this Christmas 
 

Words and Music by Rob Howard 
© 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 3 
 
  (The entire set has been elaborately decorated for Christmas.) 
 
JOHNNY: I know this may not be where you wanted to spend Christmas, 

but this might be the best Christmas I’ve had in years!  
 
BILLY: I bet you’ve been kinda lonely. 
 
JOHNNY: Boy, have I! For the longest time, I did a Christmas gift 

exchange. Stopped doing it a few years back, though. I kept 
getting the same gift every year. 

 
SOPHIE: Johnny, do you have any idea where we are? 
 
JOHNNY: Afraid not. 
 
CHLOE: But, there can’t be that many islands out here, can there? 
 
CAPTAIN: Olivia, (pointing at the chart) this is Christmas Island, where we 

were. This is the Cruise Ship. And I think … this (points to the 
other side of the chart) is us.  

 
CHLOE: We’re castaways on an uncharted island? 
 
CAPTAIN: But these islands are legendary. I suspect we’ve shipwrecked 

on one of the fabled “Ice Cream” islands. 
 
OLIVIA: You mean, we’re stranded on a dessert island?! 
 
LOGAN: Alright Captain, our shelter is completed! On time, and under 

budget! 
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(The Captain and Billy walk over to the shelter. Logan proudly 
stands next to it. When the Captain gets to the shelter, she 
reverently touches one board that says, “S.S. Mango.”) 

 
LOGAN: Built it completely from the wood from the Mango that washed 

up on shore. 
 
CAPTAIN: I’ll miss the Mango. She was a strong little boat! 
 

(Emma, Sophie, and Trent arrive, carrying mangos.) 
 
EMMA: Look! We found more mangos!  
 
ALL: (ad lib excitement) 
 
BILLY: This is all well and good, but we can’t just sit here. We’ve got 

to find a way to save ourselves! 
 
CAPTAIN: Listen, we have to face facts … there’s a hundred miles of 

empty sea around us … (dramatically) we have no way to save 
ourselves. 

 
SOPHIE: Since you’re all here, and we’ve got the place decorated for 

Christmas, and we even have a brand new audience (Johnny 
takes a seat) how about a little taste of the Christmas Show?  

 
TRENT: It all begins long, long ago … God has promised a rescuer, and 

the people are waiting … (music begins to “He’s Coming Soon”) 
waiting, for the promised rescuer to come. 

 
SONG: “HE’S COMING SOON” 

 
verse 1  
O come, O come, Emmannuel, 
And ransom captive Israel. 
    “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. …”  
O come, Thou Dayspring come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here. 
    “… And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
 
channel 
Rejoice, rejoice! 
 
chorus  
He’s coming soon, our long-awaited King 
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Coming to rule, to reign, to set us free 
Light for the darkness, hope for the earth 
All of creation awaits Messiah’s birth  
For all the world, for me, for you, He’s coming soon 
 
verse 2  
O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
And order all things, far and nigh. 
    “‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, 
    ‘when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch ... 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All people in one heart and mind. 
    “… a King who will reign wisely 
    and do what is just and right in the land.” Jeremiah 23:5 
 
channel 
Rejoice, rejoice! 
 
chorus 
He’s coming soon, our long-awaited King 
Coming to rule, to reign, to set us free 
Light for the darkness, hope for the earth 
All of creation awaits Messiah’s birth  
For all the world, for me, for you 
 
chorus 
He’s coming soon, our long-awaited King 
Coming to rule, to reign, to set us free 
Light for the darkness, hope for the earth 
All of creation awaits Messiah’s birth  
For all the world, for me, for you, He’s coming soon 
 

Words and Music by Rob Howard 
© 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 4 
 
JESSICA: Wow, I never thought of the Christmas story being a rescue 

story! 
 
SOPHIE: The prophets foretold the coming Messiah, but then God was 

silent … for 400 years. But many continued to believe God’s 
promise to send a rescuer … and they kept waiting and 
watching for the Messiah. 
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CAPTAIN: And speaking of waiting and watching, I finally got a good 
signal fire going. Search planes should be able to see this for 
miles. We’ve got to keep it burning night and day. 

 
(Immediately, Mason runs on stage with a blanket to smother the 
fire. He’s wearing his yellow fire coat, and he extinguishes the fire. 
The other firefighters, also in yellow coats, follow. The Captain 
looks at Mason as if he’s crazy.) 

 
TRENT:  (deadpan) And … now the fire is out. 
 
LOGAN: (painfully states the obvious) Firefighters are back. 
 
JESSICA: Great job, firefighters! (applauds like a cheerleader) Way to go! 
 
CAPTAIN: (to Mason) Not to complain, but that was our signal fire. 
 
MASON: Sorry. It’s just a reflex. We see a fire, we put it out! 
 
CAPTAIN: (seeing the coats) You travel with your fire clothes? 
 
OLIVIA: You didn’t think we’d leave them at home, did you? 
 
CAPTAIN: Yes, actually. Yes I did. 
 
CHLOE: We got all the bags from the S.S. Mango off the beach and 

everybody has theirs. 
 
CAPTAIN: Wait. Even the … 
 
JESSICA: (excited) Mime!  
 

(Jessica Points off stage as Jasmine enters, face painted as a 
mime. She is miming that she is pulling herself toward the others 
on a long rope. Reaching the group, she starts waving frantically.) 

 
TRENT: Does she think she’s pulling a real rope? 
 
OLIVIA: Speak up, we can’t hear you! 
 
LOGAN: What’s she saying? 
 
JESSICA: I speak mime. I’ll translate. 
 

(Jasmine goes through a series of wild, silent, gyrations as Jessica 
translates.) 

 
JESSICA: There’s trouble! Billy is … on … the other beach … he has to 

plant … fescue.  
 
SOPHIE: Fescue? Isn’t that some kind of grass? 
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JESSICA: No, wait! He has a plan to rescue us! 
 

(Jasmine nods “yes,” frantically.) 
 
JESSICA: He took … fifty balloons … 
 
CAPTAIN: Fifty balloons?! 
 
JESSICA: From the … decorations. He … filled them with hot air. He 

says … he’s going …. to float to… civilization … and get help! 
 
CAPTAIN: The balloons will only get him out over the ocean before he 

falls. You all keep doing what you were doing! I’ll go stop Billy 
and bring him back. 

 
LOGAN: I’ll go with you! 
 

(The Captain and Logan run off. Johnny sets up a tattered beach 
chair and sits down. The others sit next to him. The performers get 
ready for the song.) 

 
MASON: So, we left off where God’s people were waiting … for 400 

years. 
 
JOHNNY: And I thought I’d been waiting a long time to be rescued! But, 

four-hundred years! 
 
TRENT: That’s why it was such awesome, amazing news when the 

angels showed up near Bethlehem, announcing that the 
Promised One had just been born! 

 
 (music begins to “Your Savior Is Born”) 
 
SOPHIE: The angel told the shepherds, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 

good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.”  
 
EMMA: “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord.” 
 

SONG: “YOUR SAVIOR IS BORN” 
 
verse (solo) 
One night under the stars 
Up in the hills 
Some lonely shepherds 
Were keeping their sheep 
One light appeared in the sky 
Over the hills 
An angel of the Lord began to speak 
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chorus 
Do not be afraid 
I bring good news of great joy 
Today in the town of Bethlehem 
Your Savior is born 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth to mankind 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
 
scripture 
 
bridge 
O come, all ye faithful, come, let us adore Him 
O come, all ye faithful, come, let us adore Him 
Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
chorus 
Do not be afraid 
I bring good news of great joy 
Today in the town of Bethlehem 
Your Savior is born 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth to mankind 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
 
chorus 
Do not be afraid 
I bring good news of great joy 
Today in the town of Bethlehem 
Your Savior is born 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth to mankind 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
 

Words and Music by Rob Howard 
© 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 5 
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JOHNNY: You know, I learned all of that when I was little, but I haven’t 
thought about any of it in a long time. 

 
EMMA: Like the angel said to the shepherds, Johnny, this is “good 

news, for all the people” … including Johnny Coconut. 
 
JOHNNY: I’d like to believe that, but I’m afraid I’m like some of those 

people who thought maybe God had forgotten them for all 
those years. I thought that maybe because of all the rotten 
things I’ve done, maybe I didn’t deserve for God to rescue me. 

 
(The Captain and Logan arrive back at the beach with Billy, who 
is soaking wet with torn clothes.) 

 
EMMA: Oh no, Billy! 
 
JOHNNY: That boy is as messed up as a kite in a hail storm! 
 
JESSICA: Billy, you look fabulous! Doesn’t he, everyone? 
 
MASON: What happened to him? 
 
CAPTAIN: I didn’t get there before he lifted off. I wasn’t able to stop him. 
 
BILLY: I was sure the balloons would take me a hundred miles.  
 
CHLOE: How far did they take you? 
 
BILLY: About a hundred feet.  
 
CAPTAIN: He must have been half a mile up in the sky! Wouldn’t even 

have seen him if he hadn’t been carrying a flashlight. 
 
BILLY: The flashlight was for signaling airplanes. 
 
LOGAN: He only got about twenty yards off shore before the balloons 

started popping. You’re lucky they didn’t all go at once! 
 
OLIVIA: Well, it was a good try, Billy. 
 
ALL:  (Everyone agrees audibly.) 
 
TRENT: Billy, we’re almost to the climactic moment of our Christmas 

Show. Why don’t you settle in and join us? 
 
BILLY: (dejected) Okay … I’m afraid all of my plans to save us have 

fallen flat anyway! 
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JOHNNY: Well, you might like this story, then, Billy. It sure seems that 
God is in the rescue business, even when it doesn’t happen at 
all like we’re expecting! 

 
BILLY: What do you mean? 
 
JOHNNY: Well, people were lost in darkness, just like us. God promised a 

Savior, but they had to wait. An angel appeared to a young 
girl, Mary, and told her that this long-awaited baby would be 
born, and she should call Him Jesus. When He was born … 
when Mary and Joseph were far from home … just like us, 
angels filled the sky and told a bunch of simple shepherds that 
their Savior had been born in Bethlehem. 

 
EMMA: Listen, we’re going to need a little bit of help for this next song. 
 
CAPTAIN: What do you need? 
 
TRENT: We need you three firemen to put on these robes. You’re going 

to be our shepherds. 
 
EMMA: Captain, you, Logan, and Jasmine can be our sheep, cow, and 

donkey. 
 
SOPHIE: Trent and I will be Joseph and Mary. 
 
EMMA: Oh, and Billy! You should be the angel … pretend you’re up in 

the sky, with a bright light! 
 
BILLY: I think I can pretend that … 
 
JESSICA: Perfect! This will be just like the big show on the Yuletide! 
 
ALL:  (ad lib, “Yes!” “This will be great!” “Awesome!” etc.) 
 
  (Jessica and Johnny take their seats as the audience.)  
 
  (music begins to “Come and Worship Medley”) 
 

SONG: “COME AND WORSHIP MEDLEY” 
 
scripture 
 
“Joy to the World” (Watts/Handel) 
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, 
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Heaven and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing, 
Heaven and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing, 
Heaven and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing 
 
scripture 
 
“Away in a Manger” (Anonymous/Murray) 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 
scripture 
 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” (Montgomery/Smart) 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
Come and worship, come and worship, 
Worship Christ, the newborn King! 
 

Arr. © 2019 More Like This Music (ASCAP) 
All Rights Reserved. Used by Permission. 

 
SCENE 6 
 

(As the song ends, Jessica and Johnny applaud.) 
 
JESSICA: Wow. I don’t know what to say! 
 
JOHNNY: Now that is an awesome rescue story, right there. Even if we 

don’t ever get off this island, I am so glad you guys came! 
 

(At that instant, Johnny is interrupted by the appearance of a 
bright light, seen by everyone.) 

 
JOHNNY: Look! 
 
EMMA: (pointing) What is it?! 
 
MASON: It’s a bright light in the sky! 
 
JOHNNY: Another angel announcement? 
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TRENT: This is just like our Christmas show … the prophet Isaiah said, 
“The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On 
those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned!”  

 
OLIVIA: Or maybe, a star? 
 
SOPHIE: Like the wise men who came to Jerusalem when Jesus was 

born, asking “Where is the one who has been born King of the 
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 
him.” 

 

   “Helicopter” SoundFX 
 

(The sound of a helicopter becomes audible. As the light comes 
closer, the sound of the helicopter gets louder.) 

 
BILLY: I’m not sure that’s a star! 
 
LOGAN: It’s a helicopter! 
 
ALL:  (ad lib cheers, “We’re rescued!” “We’re saved!” etc.) 
 

(The group starts waving and celebrating, as their faces follow the 
helicopter “landing” in the distance. Two crewmen from the 
helicopter trudge onto the beach. They wear jumpsuits, helmets 
and orange or yellow inflatable life vests.) 

 
PILOT: (to the Captain) Are you from the S.S. Mango? 
 
CAPTAIN: Yes! Yes! I’m the Captain! We got hit by a storm and ran 

aground on this island! 
 
PILOT: A lot of people back on the Yuletide are going to be very 

relieved! 
 
CREWMAN: Everyone was worried sick! They were praying all of you 

would return! Even the mime! 
 

(Pilot begins to count heads.) 
 
CHLOE: Thank you for rescuing us! 
 
BILLY: We tried everything we could think of and just couldn’t rescue 

ourselves! 
 
PILOT: We’re glad we found you! (to Crewman) Hey! Aren’t there 

supposed to be eleven people here?  
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CREWMAN: Yeah. 
 
PILOT: I count twelve! 
 
JOHNNY: Oh, that extra one is me. I got lost a long time ago ... well, I got 

lost before you were born, I suspect! Johnny Coconut. Nice to 
meet you. 

 
(The “cast” of the play, still in Biblical costume, run up to the 
crewmen.) 

 
CREWMAN: No way! How long have you been here? 
 
MASON: Ah, these are just Biblical costumes. We’ve been helping with 

rehearsal! 
 
PILOT: Well, why don’t you all pack your things? We’ll fly you back to 

the Yuletide. I’m sure there’s going to be an even bigger 
Christmas Eve party tonight! 

 
(Several being to pack up.) 

 
EMMA: (to the Pilot) So what made you search way over here? The 

Captain said we were too far away! 
 
PILOT: You were! We weren’t searching over here. 
 
BILLY: What? 
 
CREWMAN: No, this is way, way out of the search area. We were on our 

way back to get fuel. 
 
SOPHIE: Then how did you see us? Our signal fire went out! 
 
CREWMAN: We’re still not sure! The pilot swears she saw a flashlight 

glowing in the sky, in the middle of a huge bunch of balloons! 
 
CAPTAIN: (slowly, with admiration, to Billy) Well, what do you know? 
 
  (Billy smiles sheepishly.) 
 
CREWMAN: Okay folks, you saw us lower down from the helicopter … 

that’s because there isn’t enough room to land on this small 
beach. So, we’ll need to hoist you up one at a time. 

 
JESSICA:  Another exciting thrill ride for no additional cost!  
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CREWMAN: We’ll attach you to the rope with a harness, and I’ll be right 
beneath you, but you need to grab on tight. We’ll have you on 
board in no time. 

 
CAPTAIN: Come on, everybody … back to the Yuletide. We’ve got quite a 

story to tell! 
 

(music begins to “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”) 
 

SONG: “GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” 
 
verse 1 (solo) 
We’ve got a message for the whole world to hear 
The whole world to hear 
The whole world to hear 
We’ve got a message for the whole world to hear 
We want the whole world to hear it now 
 
verse 2 
We’ve got to tell it so the whole world can know it 
The whole world can know it 
The whole world can know it 
We’ve got to tell it so the whole world can know it 
So the whole world can know it now 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
verse 3 
We’ve got to tell you Jesus came to rescue 
He came to rescue 
He came to rescue 
We’ve got to tell you Jesus came to rescue 
And He will rescue now 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
bridge 
Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born, 
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And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
Jesus Christ is, Jesus Christ is born 

 
Words and Music by Traditional Spiritual, John W. Work, Jr., and Rob Howard 
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SCENE 7 
 
JOHNNY: (to audience) Well, that was a Christmas I’ll never forget—

when I got rescued! Oh, I don’t just mean from the island. I’m 
afraid I’d just forgotten the real good news of Christmas … the 
“good news of great joy for all the people” … until those 
castaways reminded me. 

 
The good news is that God sent His Son Jesus to rescue us from 
our sins, and He was the only one who could do it. That Baby 
grew to be a man who lived a sinless life. He died on the cross 
and then He rose from the grave! John 3:16 says, “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his one and only son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 
See, it’s just like those helicopter rescuers told us, “we’ll save 
you, but you gotta grab on tight.” The birth of Jesus was such 
“good news for all the people” because anyone who takes hold 
of Him in faith is rescued from sin and death!  

 
Oh, sorry. I gotta run! I helped the Captain rebuild the S.S. 
Mango, and we’re running excursions to that famous island 
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where the Christmas rescue happened! Hey, you feeling like a 
Christmas cruise? Come on. Let’s go! 

 
  (music begins to “Away in a Mango Curtain Calls”) 

 
SONG: “AWAY IN A MANGO CURTAIN CALLS” 

 
“Your Savior Is Born” 
 
bridge 
O come, all ye faithful, come, let us adore Him 
O come, all ye faithful, come, let us adore Him 
Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
chorus 
Do not be afraid 
I bring good news of great joy 
Today in the town of Bethlehem 
Your Savior is born 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth to mankind 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
 
chorus 
Do not be afraid 
I bring good news of great joy 
Today in the town of Bethlehem 
Your Savior is born 
Glory to God in the highest 
Peace on earth to mankind 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
Today in the town of Bethlehem  
Your Savior is born, your Savior is born 
 
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 
 
bridge 
Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn. 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
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Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
 
chorus 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and everywhere 
Go, go, tell it on the mountain 
Jesus Christ is born 
Jesus Christ is, Jesus Christ is born 
 

“Your Savior Is Born” Words and Music by Rob Howard 
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” Words and Music by Traditional Spiritual,  

John W. Work, Jr., and Rob Howard 
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